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Mid-September,	2021
Dear	1971	Classmate:

At	the	outset,	please	join	me	in	thanking,	by	any	means,	our	outgoing	Class	of	1971	Presi-
dent	Podie	Lynch	for	her	ten	outstanding	years	of	volunteer	service	to	our	Class.		Podie	has	
served	with	distinction	and	won	the	admiration	of	all	’71	Tigers.		In	accepting	her	nomina-
tion	in	2011,	she	made	1971	the	earliest	Princeton	class	to	elect	a	woman	as	its	President.		
Thank	you	so	much	for	devoting	your	talent	and	leadership	to	our	Class	and	to	Princeton	
these	ten	years	past!		We	look	forward	to	your	ongoing	service	to	1971	as	our	Immediate	
Past President.

Since	our	45th	Reunion,	Podie	has	been	ably	assisted	by	her	leadership	team	of	Vice	Presi-
dent	Gary	Walsh,	Secretary	Mark	Swanson,	Treasurer	Howard	Zien,	Reunions	Co-Chairs	
Jack	and	Ronnie	h71	Hittson,	Co-Class	Agents	Kathy	Molony	and	Rob	Slocum,	Technology	
Chair	Alan	Usas,	Save	the	WILDLife’s	Stu	Rickerson,	Planned	Giving	Chair	Bill	Zwecker	
and	Class	Historian	Jack	Hittson.		They	have	done	their	utmost	to	provide	Classmates	with	
opportunities	to	share	a	range	of	experiences,	challenges	and	connections	with	one	another	
on	the	Princeton	campus	and	from	afar.		A	number	of	those	occurring,	or	not,	in	the	past	year	
are	mentioned	below	and	may	remind	you	of	some	days	gone	by.		Thank	you,	and	a	virtual	
locomotive	for,	Podie	and	team!

THIS PAST YEAR….

Our 50th Reunion

In	May	 2020	 your	 leadership	 team	was	 stepping	 up	 its	 planning	 for	 a	 grand	 classic	 on- 
campus	 50th	 Reunion	 in	 May,	 2021	 even	 though	 much	 was	 unknown	 about	 how	 the	 
coronavirus	would	affect	that	planning.		From	January	2020	onward,	there	had	been	growing	
the	thought,	then	the	fact	and	then	the	reality	that	the	coronavirus	would	impact	our	lives	in	
unimaginable	ways.		In	that	May	2020,	however,	we	learned	that,	for	fall	2020,	on-campus	
classes	were	 to	be	 limited	and	sports	were	cancelled.	 	Furthermore,	 throughout	 fall	2020	
the	University	was	 noncommittal	 about	 an	 on-campus	Reunions	 2021.	 	Nonetheless	 our	 
Classmates	began	registering	for	a	May	2021	on-campus	50th	Reunion	and	providing	essays	
for	our	50th	Reunion	Yearbook.

By	December	 2020,	 however,	 it	 had	 become	 unlikely	 that	 our	 50th	would	 take	 place	 on	 
campus.	 	 In	 February,	 2021	 the	 development	 of	 a	 virtual	 50th	 Reunion	 of	 extraordinary	 
dimension began in earnest.

Leading	up	to,	and	building	enthusiasm	for,	our	50th	were	a	number	of	“affinity	group”	Zoom	
calls,	many	of	which	were	encouraged	by	(and	thank	you	to)	Scott	Rogers	’71.		The	calls	
were	had	by	members	of	several	clubs,	Wilson	College,	glee	club,	band	and	a	half	dozen	
sports	teams.		More	detail	is	available	on	page	54	of	the	July/August	2021	Princeton Alumni 
Weekly	(PAW)	in	the	final	Class	Notes	of	outgoing	Secretary	Mark	Swanson.		



The	Class	of	1971’s	mostly	virtual	50th	began	Wednesday,	May	19	with	A New Museum for Princeton: Building on the Past.  
James	Steward,	Director,	Princeton	University	Art	Museum,	provided	an	overview	presentation	on	the	need	to	expand	the	Art	
Museum	at	its	current	site	and	a	preview	of	what	the	building	will	look	like	when	it	is	done.

On	Thursday,	May	20,	we	started	with	Fast Forward: The Changing Face of the Campus, a Retrospective.  Ron	McCoy	
*80,	University	Architect,	provided	a	“virtual	walking	tour”	of	the	Campus	which	showed,	since	our	25th	Reunion,	each	
new	building,	its	location	on	the	old	Campus,	its	function/use,	its	name	and,	in	some	cases,	some	of	its	innovative	features	
or	a	challenge	that	had	to	be	overcome	to	make	it	a	reality.

That	evening,	our	Classmate	Ben	Tousley	led	a	Zoom	discussion,	Turning Points Along the Way: From Princeton (1967-
1971) to Today.		After	Ben’s	introduction,	and	with	the	hope	of	sharing	with	those	we	might	not	have	known	at	Princeton, 
approximately	80	Classmates	were	randomly	assigned	to	approximately	15	small	Zoom	chat	groups	to	reflect	on	significant	
events	and	experiences,	both	at	Princeton	and	later,	which	have	shaped	our	life	journeys.		Each	group	chose	a	volunteer	
facilitator	who	helped	us	adhere	to	a	simple	format	and	reported	highlights	of	that	group’s	discussion	to	all	assembled.		With	
significant	participation	from	Classmates	who	are	often	less	visible,	the	result	was	a	rich	exchange	and	interaction	seldom	
seen	since	graduation.		People	met	and	enjoyed	the	company	of	people	whose	names	they	may	have	heard	but	had	never	
met.		The	enthusiasm	from	making	these	new	acquaintances	was	tremendous.		We	all	gained	an	appreciation	for	the	breadth	
and	depth	of	our	Class	and	the	lives	Classmates	have	lived	for	the	last	50	years.		

Friday,	May	21	began	with	Controlling the Message in the 21st Century: Does Free Speech Still Work?	 	We	heard	from	
some	of	our	’71	stars,	moderator	Luther	Munford,	Kevin	Baine,	Phil	Bobbitt	and	Mike	Ladra.		Guest	also	heard	from	was	
Paul	Haaga	’70,	the	chair	of	Facebook’s	Oversight	Board	which	is	part	of	that	company’s	process	of	attempting	to	limit	the	
circulation	of	false	information	among	its	users.

Friday	evening	began	with	the	Class of 1971 Memorial Service,	elegantly	edited	by	Tiffany	Deane	’24	and	produced	by	
’71	Tech	Chair	Alan	Usas,	to	remember	and	honor	the	105	Classmates	and	honorary	Classmates	known	to	that	time	to	have	
departed	since	we	matriculated	in	September	1967.		Greg	Winsky	and	Dennis	Macaleer	conducted	a	moving	service.		Ben	
Tousley	and	Mark	Swanson	provided	the	musical	content.		Podie	Lynch	and	Gene	Lowe	also	spoke	during	the	service.		

Friday	 evening	 continued	with	 a	Class Slideshow Interlude	 covering	 our	 undergraduate	 years	 up	 to	 current	 times	 and	 
accompanied	by	music	from	our	time	at	Princeton.		It	was	produced	by	Henry	Barkhorn	and	Howard	Zien.		

Promptly	 thereafter	President	Podie	Lynch	and	 the	Class	Executive	Committee	began	our	quinquennial	Class Meeting.  
They	reported	on	a	full	range	of	Class	business	and	introduced	the	four	Class	officers	elected	to	serve	for	the	next	5	years	
(the	 undersigned,	G.	 Smith,	Zien	 and	Slocum),	 new	honorary	Classmates	 (Cary	Bruestle	 ’78,	 John	Bruestle	 ’78,	Amy	 
Hepler,	Mollie	Marcoux	’91,	Sue	Pierson,	Steve	Reed	’96,	and	Fred	Samara)	and	new	inductees	to	the	Society	of	the	Claw	
(Peter	Charapko	’71,	Bill	McCarter	’71,	Alan	Usas	’71	and	Ken	Grayson	h71),	honoring	high-performing	Reunions	leaders	
and	volunteers.

Following	time	allowed	for	dinner	on	our	own,	Friday	evening	concluded	with	1971’s	panel	Campus Activism: Then and 
Now	moderated	by	Jeff	Hammond,	our	50th	Reunion	Alumni	Faculty	Chair	and	incoming	Reunions	Chair.		Panelists	were,	
from	’71,	Linda	Blackburn,	Carla	Wilson,	Rick	Ostrow	and	David	Schankler	and,	from	our	protégé	Class	of	2021,	Kiki	
Gilbert	and	Katie	Massie.		Both	Classes	dealt	with	significant	disruptions	to	their	senior	year.		Panelists	reflected,	over	a	50-
year	span,	on	similarities	and	differences	in	activism,	coping	at	Princeton	and	responses	to	issues	such	as	racial	and	gender	
bias,	environmental	degradation	and	war	and	peace.

The	Reunions	2021	period	from	Thursday,	May	20	through	Sunday,	May	23	also	included	many	now	traditional	elements	
such	as	Alumni	Faculty	Forums	(in	two	of	which	Classmates	were	panelists),	the	P-rade	(including	remarks	by	our	President	
Podie	Lynch	and	Reunions	Co-Chair	Jack	Hittson),	an	address	to	alums	by	President	Eisgruber	’83,	“Saturday Nights at 
Reunions!”	(including	air	time	for	Steve	Reed	’96	h71)	and	a	Sunday	morning	chapel	service	(including	the	sermon	offered	
by	Classmate	Rev.	Dr.	Robert	Prichard	and	vocal	music	from	Classmates	Kathy	Molony	and	Debbie	Tegarden).
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Appearing	in	the	Alumni	Faculty	Forum	“Toward a More Perfect Union: Reckoning with the Past, Naming the Future”	
was	Classmate	Edmund	H.	Driggs,	a	Charlotte,	NC	Councilman.		Ed	spoke	about	his	experience	with	some	of	Charlotte’s	
naming	controversies.		Much	debate	among	the	Forum	was	devoted	to	the	extent	which	current	adverse	judgments	about	an	
historical	figure’s	conduct	should	diminish	the	standing	of	the	figure	today.

Appearing	in	the	Alumni	Faculty	Forum	“U.S.-China Relations: From Engagement to Strategic Competition”	was	Class-
mate	Bing	Shen	whose	experience	has	been	gained	in	part	from	time	at	 the	World	Bank,	Morgan	Stanley	and	an	Asian	
private	equity	and	venture	capital	firm.		As	Bing	pointed	out,	China	has	its	own	challenges,	such	as	demographics.		It	was	
the	consensus	of	the	panel	participants	that,	while	China	is	a	formidable	economic	threat,	its	own	internal	problems	make	it	
unlikely	that	China	will	overtake	the	US	in	the	near	future.

Widely	 noted	 has	 been	 the	 Class	 of	 1971	 P-rade	 (actual)	 route-walking	 which	 is	 pictured	 on	 our	 Class	 website,  
princeton71.org,	and	on	all	of	page	39,	and	also	on	page	54,	of	the	July/August	2021	PAW.		In	the	words	of	Art	Lowen-
stein,	“so	a	small	but	enthusiastic	1971	contingent	made	it	…	to	campus,	including	[l-r	in	the	picture	immediately	above] 
the	Mazos,	Good,	Ollwerther,	[Art],	Hammond,	Pflaumer	and	Schankler.	 	We	were	given	a	warm	welcome	by	the	local	 
constabulary,	…,	and	an	enthusiastic	locomotive	that	was	incessant	and	LOUD	by	the	cicada	population,	which	was	very	
much	in	evidence.		It	was	a	moment	to	share,	not	just	experience”	on	Saturday	afternoon	during	the	usual	P-rade	time.		And,	
there	is	additional	coverage	of	our	50th	in	that	PAW,	on	page	40	and	in	our	Class	Notes,	on	our	Class	website	and,	in	par-
ticular,	the	’71	Jukebox	where	recordings	of	many	events	including	the	Class	Memorial	Service	and	the	Peacock	Crossing	
performance	of	“Here	Comes	the	Sun”	are	available	for	viewing.

Not	to	be	missed	just	after	that	was	the	panel	“The Past, Present and Future of the Reunion Logo Cup”	featuring,	among	
others,	members	of	the	Greening	Reunions	Committee	and	special	guest	and	Classmate	Stu	Rickerson.		In	addition	to	some	
history,	the	cups	(and	their	users)	need	to	evolve	to	keep	them	from	contributing	to	the	Reunions	waste	stream,	including	the	
litter	left	after	more	and	more	(actual)	P-rades.		In	furtherance	of	that	goal,	Stu,	Art	and	others	are	known	to	have	accumu-
lated	a	substantial	inventory	of	the	reusable	and	very	durable	plastic	cups	introduced	by	our	Class	at	its	Tenth.

Many	heartfelt	thanks	for	planning	our	50th	Reunion,	first	on	campus	and	then	virtual,	and	for	bringing	it	off,	are	due	to	Jack	
and	Ronnie	h71	Hittson,	Stu	Rickerson,	Alan	Usas,	Podie	Lynch,	Jeff	Hammond,	Scott	Rogers,	Henry	Barkhorn,	Howard	
Zien,	Mark	Swanson,	Bill	McCarter	and	Rob	Slocum.

Jack	Hittson	has	a	long	history	of	service	to	the	Class	of	1971	which	began	immediately	after	our	graduation.		Jack	was	our	
first	Class	Agent	and	Reunions	Uniform	Chair,	followed	by	stints	as	Class	President,	Reunions	Treasurer,	Reunions	Bever-
ages	Chair,	40th	Reunion	Vice	Chair	and	45th	and	50th	Reunion	Chair.		Officially,	Ronnie	h71	joined	as	40th	Meals	Co-Chair	
and,	followed	by	45th	and	50th	Reunion	Co-Chair	but	no	doubt	she	was	involved	unofficially	before	that.		Jack	and	Ronnie	
h71,	thank	you,	and	a	virtual	locomotive	for,	your	long	and	enduring	commitment	and	service	to	the	Class	of	1971	and	to	
Princeton	as	you	step	down	from	your	official	Reunions	duties!
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Our 50th Reunion Yearbook

The	Princeton University Class of 1971, Telling the Stories of Our Lives, The WILDLife Class 50th Reunion 2021	yearbook	
has	been	the	labor	of	dedication	and	devotion	of	our	Classmates	Chris	Connell	and	Ray	Ollwerther	for	almost	18	months.		
The	first	92	pages	with	letters,	lists	and	feature	stories	are	available	now	on	our	Princeton	University	Class	of	1971	website,	
princeton71.org.		And	just	before	this	letter	was	to	be	printed,	Ray	and	Chris	forwarded	the	long	awaited	news	that	the	entire	
600	or	so	page	book,	with	essays	and	photos	provided	by	more	than	400	Classmates,	had	been	mailed	to	all	Classmates	and	
would	likely	be	in	your	mailboxes	in	late	September	or	early	October.		Following	distribution	of	the	Yearbook,	Classmates	
will	be	able	to	view	current	information	in	a	new	format	on	our	Class	website.		More	details	to	come.

Thank	you	to	Chris	and	Ray,	to	Alan	Usas	and	to	all	Classmates	who	answered	the	call	to	contribute	the	material	that	has	
made	this	book	one	to	treasure	in	the	years	ahead.

Princeton University Class of 1971 Website

As	previously	indicated,	our	Class	website, princeton71.org,	expertly	managed	by	our	long-serving	Tech	Chair	Alan	Usas,	
is	a	valuable	source	of	information	about	past	and	future	Class	activities,	such	as	and	in	addition	to	those	mentioned	above,	
the	’71	Jukebox,	featuring	Classmate	music,	video,	art	and	literature,	sale	of	50th	Reunion	flower	shirts	(not	 to	mention	
selfies	of	the	many	who	own	and	wear	them	proudly)	and	mini	reunions	being	planned	around	the	country	and	beyond	by	
Vice	President	Geoff	Smith	and	others	(see	more	below).		Fortunately	for	the	Class,	Alan	has	agreed	to	continue	as	our	Tech	
Chair,	to	which	we	say,	thank	you	for	your	ongoing	service	to	our	Class	and	to	Princeton!

Service of Remembrance February 2021

At	 this	 year’s	 virtual	 Service,	 the	 following	 ten	 of	 our	Classmates	were	 remembered:	 	 Leonard	G.	Brown,	Robert	M.	
Browne,	James	C.	Carmichael,	William	R.	Elfers,	J.	Murray	Goff,	James	E.	Henderson,	Louis	Harkey	Mayo	Jr.,	Bruce	Tay-
lor	Reese,	John	M.	Rooney	and	Richard	Sobel.		

Connected Classes: 1996 and 2021

Unfortunately,	a	number	of	events	which	were,	over	a	year	ago,	in	a	conceptual	phase	for	fall	2020	and	spring	2021	did	not	
materialize	because	of	the	COVID-19	pandemic.		As	mentioned	above,	however,	1971	and	2021	collaborated	in	the	Campus 
Activism: Then and Now	panel	during	Reunions	2021.		’71	Classmates	also	participated	in	Princeton Bucket List,	a	2021	
crowd-sourcing	request	that	alumni	share	with	seniors	places	to	explore	on	campus	and	about	town	during	their	last	months	
as	undergraduates.		In	addition,	approximately	25	Classmates	shared	essays	with	2021	on	the	theme	“If	We	Knew	Then,	
What	We	Know	Now.”

On	Sunday,	May	16,	we	were	able	to	view	the	live	video	of	2021’s	socially	distanced	graduation	in	Princeton	Stadium.		
Particularly	memorable	in	the	graduation	ceremony	were	the	award	of	the	undergraduate	diplomas,	the	stirring	valedictory	
address	of	Taishi	Nakase	’21,	retiring	professor	James	Richardson	’71’s	receipt	of	a	President’s	Award	for	Distinguished	
Teaching	after	41	years	on	the	faculty	at	Princeton	and	the	award	of	an	honorary	degree,	Doctor	of	Humane	Letters,	to	John	
V.	Fleming	*63,	h71,	Princeton’s	Louis	W.	Fairchild	’24	Professor	of	English	and	Comparative	Literature,	Emeritus	and	
twice	head	of	First	(formerly	Wilson)	College,	among	other	distinctions.

Also,	about	six	weeks	after	that	2021	graduation,	Classmate	Scott	Berg’s	term	as	a	Princeton	charter	trustee	came	to	an	end.		
If	you	haven’t	already	done	so,	please	be	sure	to	read	Scott’s	delightful	yearbook	article,	“The	Board:	A	Primer.”

Thank	you	Scott,	John	and	Jim	for	your	service	to	Princeton.

Other	 notable	 events	 occurring	 in	 connection	 with	 2021	 graduation	 were	 the	 virtual	 baccalaureate	 address	 of	 Ruth	 J.	 
Simmons,	“Let	Diversity	Inform	and	Shape	Your	Life	and	Work.”		Simmons	is	the	current	President	of	Prairie	View	A&M,	
past	Princeton	Provost	and	a	former	president	of	Smith	College	and	of	Brown	University.
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The	virtual	2021	Class	Day	events	combined	lighthearted	and	serious	threads.		Comedian	Trevor	Noah,	dressed	in	a	Princ-
eton	hoodie	and	leavening	his	remarks	with	humor,	expressed	his	“greatest	hope	…	that	we	will	use	this	time,	which	is	argu-
ably	one	of	the	worst	periods	the	world	has	been	in	in	recent	history,	to	try	and	transform	how	we	do	things.”		Among	several	
2021	speakers,	Class	President	Emma	Parish	said	“though	from	all	across	the	country	and	the	world,	we	are	all	united	in	our	
ability	to	overcome	obstacles,	[and]	our	dedication	to	learning	and	bettering	the	world	around	us….”

Annual Giving

Kathy	Molony	and	Rob	Slocum,	Annual	Giving	co-Chairs,	report	that	the	Class	of	1971	raised	$4,050,071	and	achieved	
56.9%	participation.	The	amount	donated	by	Classmates	was	the	highest	amount	ever	raised	and	the	8th	highest	participation	
rate.	Rob	and	Kathy	are	deeply	grateful	to	several	Classmates	who	aided	in	this	effort:	Henry	Barkhorn	and	Michael	Decker,	
Special	Gifts	Chairs;	Bill	Stewart,	Participation	Chair;	and	Jim	Bright	and	Bill	Zwecker,	AG	Legacy	Chairs.	Other	Class-
mates	who	served	as	AG	volunteers	include	Linda	Carroll,	David	Chamberlain,	Jon	Cieslak,	Leonard	Coleman,	Jim	Hart,	
Jeff	Hammond,	George	Kapelos,	Lex	Kelso,	Kevin	Loughlin,	Podie	Lynch,	John	Mavros,	Mark	Mazo,	Ray	Palmer,	Mike	
Pepper,	Michael	Potter,	Helmuth	Trieshmann,	Gary	Walsh,	and	Howard	Zien.		Fortunately	for	our	Class,	Kathy,	also	a	past	
Vice	President,	will	continue	as	Class	Agent	and	Rob	has	become	our	Class	Secretary.		Thank	you	both	for	your	ongoing	
service	to	1971	and	to	Princeton!

Planned Giving 
 
The	50th	Reunion	marked	the	first	organized	campaign	to	enlist	Classmates	to	join	the	Annual	Giving	Legacy	Program.	We	
had	8	Classmates	sign	up	for	this	annuity	program	that	has	a	minimum	contribution	of	$100,000.		Many	thanks	to	Co-Chairs	
Bill	Zwecker	’71	and	Jim	Bright	’71,	the	latter	of	“whose	expertise	and	knowledge	as	an	attorney	specializing	in	trust	and	
estate	matters	was	extremely	important,”	Bill	says.		At	this	point,	we	have	47	Classmates	who	are	members	of	the	1746	
Society,	indicating	they	have	included	Princeton	in	their	estate	planning.		The	total	value	of	our	Planned	Giving	fund	(as	
of	August,	2021)	was	$1,436,119.		Bill	will	continue	in	this	position	and	we	thank	him	for	his	ongoing	service	to	our	Class	
and	to	Princeton!

Finances

Alas,	remoteness	was	the	implied	theme	of	our	50th	anniversary	year	as	Princeton	graduates.	Accordingly,	it	would	be	rea-
sonable	for	you	to	assume	that	our	Classmates	would	embrace	remoteness,	and	indifference,	as	key	factors	in	their	annual	
giving	posture	for	the	recently	concluded	year.		But	this	was	far	from	the	truth.		This	year	we	had	291	Classmates	participate	
in	payment	of	annual	dues	totaling	$46,000.		This	far	exceeded	our	best	year,	2019,	when	we	had	268	Classmates	participate	
for	a	total	of	$29,000.		In	addition,	three	exceedingly	generous	Classmates	each	contributed	a	significant	amount.		Class	
leadership	is	very	grateful	to	all	Classmates	for	their	participation	and	contributions.		In	every	solicitation	of	Class	annual	
dues,	it	is	mentioned	that	they	pay	the	costs	of	basic	things,	like	your	PAW	subscription	and	our	annual	dues	to	the	Alumni	
Council.		This	year	those	Class	dues	also	funded	over	800	copies	of	our	600	page	full	color	50th	Reunion	Yearbook.		It	is	
reasonable	to	assume	that	each	of	these	291	Classmates	wanted	to	do	their	part	to	celebrate	our	undergraduate	years	at	Princ-
eton.		Class	leadership	urges	all	of	you	to	consider	supporting	our	Class	by	paying	your	dues	each	year.		For	that	purpose,	a	
card	with	space	to	record	your	payment,	and	any	news	you	wish	to	share	with	the	Class,	is	provided	with	this	letter.

The	Class	 of	 1971	 is	 fortunate	 that	Howard	Zien	has	 agreed	 to	 extend	his	 ten	years	 as	 our	Treasurer	 for	 another	five.		 
To	quote	Howard,	serving	as	our	Treasurer	“has	been	a	little	bit	of	work	and	loads	of	fun.		I	have	learned	so	many	things	
and	even	more	important,	I	have	met	so	many	of	you,	my	classmates!”		Howard,	thank	you	for	your	ongoing	service	to	our	
Class	and	to	Princeton!

Class Secretary

Mark	Swanson	has	been	Secretary	of	the	Class	of	1971	since	July	2011.		Mark	has	provided	1971’s	Class	Notes	for	all	of	
the	approximately	140	PAW	editions	in	which	Notes	have	been	published	during	those	ten	years	past.		Mark’s	Notes	have	
kept	us	connected	with	each	other	by	current	news,	“Fun	Facts”	and	more.		Mark’s	vision,	warmth	and	understanding	also	
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stand	out	in	his	memorials	which	bring	forth	the	qualities	and	spirit	of	each	of	our departed	Classmates	about	whom	he	has	
written.		All	of	Mark’s	Class	Notes	are	available	under	that	tab	on	our	Class	website, princeton71.org. 	Mark	will	continue	
as	Class	Memorialist.		Thank	you	Mark	for	your	ongoing	service	to	our	Class	and	to	Princeton!

Save the WILDLife Fund (SWLF)

Thanks	to	our	indefatigable	Reunions	impresario	and	long-time	SWLF	Chair	Stu	Rickerson,	and	to	all	have	donated	over	
the	years,	a	gift	to	the	SWLF	has	helped	encourage	Classmates	to	come	back	to	Princeton	for	Reunions	and	other	on	cam-
pus	events.		SWLF’s	mission	is	1)	to	make	major	Reunions	accessible	to	Classmates	who	need	financial	help	to	come	back	
to	“The	Best	Damn	Place	of	All,”	2)	to	reduce	Reunion	registration	costs	for	all	Classmates	and	3)	to	provide	great	music	
reminiscent	of	our	undergraduate	years	where	possible.		Put	another	way,	gifts	to	SWLF	permit	the	extra	touches	that	make	
1971	Reunion	gatherings	extra	special.		Donating	is	easy	on	our	Class	website, princeton71.org. 	Select	“SWLF”	from	the	
“Giving”	menu	and	make	your	gift.		Whatever	you	decide	to	give	will	be	greatly	appreciated.		You	can	also	give,	when	you	
pay	your	Class	dues,	on	the	dues	card	provided	with	this	letter.		Stu,	thank	you	for	your	past,	ongoing	and	unending	service	
to	the	Class	of	1971	and	to	Princeton!

Class History

Thank	you	to	Jack	Hittson	in	his	ongoing	role	as	Class	Historian	for	putting	together	a	Class	Leadership	History	and	to	
those	who	assisted	him.		Also,	the	50th	Yearbook	and	those	for	prior	major	Reunions	contain	a	certain	amount	of	historical	
information.		Suggestions	for	augmenting	our	Class	history	are	welcome.

1971’s 50th REUNION YEAR ... CONTINUED

On Campus Events

Fall	sports	are	back	and	schedules	can	be	viewed	at	goprincetontigers.com.		McCarter	Theater	is	back	beginning	with	Bela	
Fleck,	My Bluegrass Heart,	September	24,	and	continuing	with	David	Sedaris,	October	12,	several	options	for	October	15	
and	16	and	another	for	November	13.

50th Reunion Fall Weekend, October 15 – 16, 2021:  As	of	this	writing,	the	invitation	for	this	event	had	gone	out	and	there	
were	approximately	90	registrants,	approximately	two-thirds	of	whom	were	Classmates.		Please	check	our	Princeton	Uni-
versity	Class	of	1971	website,	princeton71.org,	for	the	most	up	to	date	information.

Fall Reception after the Yale Football Game, November 13, 2021:		Please	join	us	for	the	Annual	Class	of	’71	reception	in	
Tiger	Inn’s	Class	of	1971	library	after	the	football	game.		No	reservation	is	required	and,	as	for	the	past	quarter	century,	the	
cost	of	this	event	is	paid	by	the	Class.

Alumni Day 2022:		When	and	if	the	University	sets	a	2022	date	for	this	event,	our	Class	website	will	be	updated.		If	held,	
please	join	us	at	the	Class	of	’71	table	for	the	traditional	Saturday	lunch	in	Jadwin	Gym	and	participate	in	other	Alumni	Day	
(and	weekend)	events.

50th/51st Reunion, May 18 – 22, 2022:		The	University	has	not	yet	defined	the	extent	and	format	of	Reunions	2022,	but	in-
coming	Reunions	Chair	Jeff	Hammond	is	currently	planning	that	we	will	be	able	to	extend	our	51st	Reunion	into	something	
extra	special	as	we	look	forward	to	the	return	of	classic	in-person	Reunions.		Please note that lodging will be very tight 
around Princeton in May 2022.  You should consider reserving a hotel now with a good cancellation and change 
policy.		Please	check	our	Princeton	University	Class	of	1971	website, princeton71.org,	for	more	information	now	and	in	the	
weeks	and	months	ahead.		Many	thanks	to	Jeff	for	signing	on	as	our	next	Reunions	Chair!

Mini-Reunions, Excursions and Outings

When	Vice	President	Geoff	Smith	joined	the	Executive	Committee	on	July	1,	2021,	he	brought	with	him	concept	plans	for	
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the	four	events	which	are	described	below.		It	is	the	hope	of	Geoff	and	those	working	with	him	that	these	events	will	provide	
opportunities	to	make	new	friends	and/or	to	(re)connect	with	old	friends.		Geoff,	many	thanks	to	you	for	your	foresight,	
energy	and	initiative	for	these	activities	and	those	yet	to	come	which	are	sure	to	be	important	aspects	of	the	years	ahead.

San Diego, January 15 – 16, 2022:		Over	nearly	a	quarter	century,	this	increasingly	popular	event	attracts	both	the	local	’71’s	
and	a	growing	number	of	those	from	farther	afield.		The	expanded	2022	event	will	include	Saturday	and	Sunday	dinners	and	
activities.		Please	email	Geoff	Smith	at	jefes2rs@gmail.com	to	get	on	the	mailing	list	for	this	historically	fun	event.	Advance	
notice	is	requested	so	we	have	space	to	accommodate	everyone.	This	is	a	“1971	Honor	Code”	(Covid	vaccination)	event.		
Please	check	our	Princeton	University	Class	of	1971	website, princeton71.org	for	more	information.

Second Voyage of the Whalers to Baja California, February 23 – March 4, 2022:		The	second	voyage	is,	more	than	last	
year’s,	a	naturalist	visit	to	a	unique	and	sparsely	inhabited	place,	punctuated	with	picturesque	small	Mexican	towns	and	a	
margarita	or	two.	If	you	would	like	to	see	the	itinerary	with	remarkably	low	pricing	and	consider	joining	us,	please	email	
Geoff	Smith	at	jefes2rs@gmail.com	and	reference	the	Whalers	2.0	trip.	This	trip	is	limited	to	30	people,	so	don’t	delay	in	
responding.	Please	check	our	Princeton	University	Class	of	1971	website	for	more	information	now	and	in	the	weeks	ahead.

Locals Tour of New Orleans, April, 2022:		What	better	way	to	experience	the	unique	national	treasure	that	is	New	Orleans	
than	a	three-day	Class	of	’71	mini-reunion	orchestrated	by	lifetime	resident	Classmates	Lex	Kelso	and	Mike	Cherry	who,	
with	frequent	past	visitors	Art	Lowenstein	and	Jeff	Hammond,	know	the	city	like	the	back	of	their	hand.		If	you	would	like	
to	see	the	itinerary	for	this	local	mini-reunion,	please	email	Geoff	Smith	at	jefes2rs@gmail.com	and	reference	New	Orleans.	
Please	check	our	Princeton	University	Class	of	1971	website	for	more	information	now	and	in	the	weeks	ahead.		We	hope	
to	see	y’all	in	April.

Mississippi River Cruise, Early November 2022:		This	trip	is	being	developed	now	and	having	an	indication	of	your	inter-
est	will	help	us	reserve	as	much	of	a	river	cruise	boat	as	possible	for	a	spectacular	8-day	cruise	with	Classmates	and	guests	
along	the	lower	Mississippi	River	from	New	Orleans	to	Memphis.	Email	Geoff	Smith	at	jefes2rs@gmail.com	and	reference	
Mississippi	Cruise	to	indicate	your	interest,	receive	an	itinerary	and	get	on	the	mailing	list	as	this	trip	develops.

Classmate Meetings, In Person or via Zoom, Anytime, Anywhere:		At	any	time	you	can	get	together	with	a	group	of	your	 
local	Classmates,	or	sign	on	to	one	of	the	many	affinity	group	or	other	Zoom	calls	that	started	up	before	and	during	our	
virtual	50th	Reunion,	two	of	which	are	described	in	the	following	paragraph.		Send	a	picture	of	your	group,	like	that	immedi-
ately	below,	to	Class	Secretary	Rob	Slocum	at	secretary@princeton71.org.		If	you	are	interested	in	hosting	a	Zoom	meeting	
with	other	members	of	’71,	you	can	reserve	a	time	on	the	Class	Zoom	account	by	contacting	Technology	Chair	Alan	Usas	
at zoom@princeton71.org.

Remoteness	was	 the	overwhelming	 theme	of	 the	year	we	have	 just	completed.	 	But	 lock	more	 than	760	Class	of	1971	 
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Princetonians	in	their	homes	for	18	months	and	they	will	invent	something	sensational.		One	extraordinary	highlight	of	this	
past	year	has	been	two	weekly	Zoom	sessions	that	welcomed	all	comers.		One	is	currently	late	on	Wednesday	afternoons	
on	the	east	coast	and	one	is	on	Saturday	evenings	on	the	west	coast.		These	sessions	came	as	close	as	humanly	possible	to	
recreating	the	sense	of	community	and	friendship	that	we	enjoyed	50	years	ago.		Hard	as	it	is	to	imagine,	it	was	as	good	as	
meeting	in	person.		And	if	you	don’t	believe	me,	I	invite	you	to	join	one	of	these	sessions	and	see	for	yourself.		Many	thanks	
and	locomotives	are	due	to	Art	Lowenstein	(east	host)	and	to	Tim	Tosta	(west	host)!

Connected Classes: 1996 and 2021

Our	immediate	past	Vice	President,	Gary	Walsh	’71,	h21,	on	behalf	of	the	Class,	will	continue	to	coordinate	events	and	 
relationships	with	our	connected	Classes	of	1996	and	2021.		Gary	is	working	with	the	officers	of	the	Class	of	1996,	including	
our	newly	inducted	honorary	Classmate,	Steve	Reed,	’96,	h71,	and	the	new	officers	of	the	Class	of	2021	(Sanjana	Duggirala,	
Phoebe	Park,	Remy	Reya	and	Ana	Sofia	Abufele)	in	the	hopes	of	developing	initiatives	as	we	move	forward	in	the	new	year.		

Gary	has	 a	 long	 record	of	 service	 to	 the	Class	of	1971	and	 to	Princeton,	 including	30th	Reunion	Beverages	Chair,	 35th  
Reunion	Vice	Chair,	40th	Reunion	Chair,	Annual	Giving	volunteer	and	Vice	President	for	the	past	five	years	during	which	
his	principal	focus	has	been	on	furthering	1971’s	connections	with	the	Classes	of	2021	and	1996.		Gary,	thank	you	for	your	
ongoing	service	to	our	Class	and	to	Princeton!

Class Leadership

If	you	have	any	thoughts	about	Class	activities	or	other	matters,	please	contact	any	of	us	on	the	current	Executive	Committee	
(so	called	in	our	Class	of	1971	Bylaws).		

To	conclude,	and	not	knowing	how	many	of	you	and	yours	are	faring	in	these	coronavirus	times,	it	is	my	hope	that	at	least	
some	of	what	you	find	in	this	letter	may	encourage	you	to	continue	or	renew	your	connection	to	your	Princeton	University	
Class	of	1971	and	the	people	in	it.

With	appreciation,

Jamie Pitney
President
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